NOSTALGIC MOTOR CARS UNLOCKS THE HISTORY &
& MYSTERIES OF THE 1963-1985 AVANTIS Q’%

HOW I FOUND THIS CAR

A Bizarre Thanksgiving Day Purchase of an Avanti,

It was Thanksgiving 1973, I had a nev PhD from Oregon, a new

NOVGmber /I 978 professorship at San Diego State Univergity, and my first child

vas due in March, 1974. I had a BJ7 Austin Healey and an SPL311
By Dan Booth Datsun Roadster. I knew I’d need another seat with a baby, but 4
Nostalgic Motor Cars door carg vere definitely out. I had looked for over a year for

a four esesater Avanti, had bought =a Chevy povered 63 Avanti for
$190@ and learned the lesson 0of not buying a nice one. I really

n September of 2021, I received a phone call from vanted a good one, but had given up on finding a nice Awvanti. I
Keith Ambs. He was a new customer that saw my advertised for one extensively, vwritten to everybody, and seen
ads in the Avanti Magazine, for the “Nostalgic’s Born enough. I began to look and advertise for Chevrolet HNomads. A
Reports”. he wanted the Nostalgic’s Born Reports two door, some room, and an OK ride.
for 63R4302. I told him he was a very lucky g Q;ﬂ-_‘gﬂ-\
guy, as I had all 3 for copies. He While waiting for wmy wife before leaving for a Thanksgiving
told me he was the Sth dinner at her parents home in Los Angeles, I opened up the San
owner of 63R4302, and Diego Union and saw an ad for a one owner Avanti. However, the
purchased it in 2010. car vag $5080, wvhich wvas really, really high for an Avanti then.
He also shared a bizarre 1063 AP onthe
story of this Avanti with T“dwmﬂ“‘“*ﬁm “;mﬂa“ahﬂ'““*w\m I called, and got a Texaco gas station in La Jolla, California.
me, that took place on wﬂﬁ,\mm*‘“ wen,lwhat kind of garsfare :::ldkat g:n ntat;nn:;i Bu: :: I wvas
Thanksgiving Day of 1973. phexandets traveling to Los Angeles for anksgiving an @ etation was
Since ygou v%ill ge reading i Vermiet directly off the Via de la Valle exit I was passing, I decided to
this Avanti Magazine Issue cansole: Heﬂmbiﬂﬂa“““' see it. Hy wife was quite upset but I stopped anyvay. It would
# 196 around Thanksgiving “ww‘w,\aumf"“’"' contortd get alot worse.
f 2021, 4 rs after i k s ino.
;lac?a. I’thsoz;;tsitarr;[:ybtritr(:;a mﬂwmgmmwm b sipped 1053 <urin RSO Two other gquys were there for the car. The =tation operator wase
smile to your faces, If you are g\eat\dhe(““ o L4 i wmn\'ﬂ‘“‘“ busy and 1 asked vhere the car vas. Me. Vanier (Anita Vanier
a real die hard car guy. I'd like d‘mw@‘*"" yes, s € Alexander) had paid for 8 service stall and had ordered the car
to thank Keith Ambs, for taking o g hed 105 raised on the 1ift =20 no one could touch it. The other guys were
the time to type the following ihere $90¢ ,uﬂ\t‘““m‘ waiting for a test drive, but nothing could be done befare HMe.
neld 10 PFO* Vanier, at her wmain house in Pacific Palasades could be
pages, and send them to me, so o it o, Letnim PR Onl. " ihTa 3511
he and I could share it, with all of piego Sate U™ dﬂ‘ua&mﬂmlt contacted. nly heéer summer house wvas in olla.
. . . from 530 fou
z:;ugfg: Iygilé enjoy reading it, \n1,°."'f'-’-“‘“""ﬁmr “hmhmm"‘“"' B sfter some time, she wvas reached, the car was lowered from the
' me‘“““‘ . pttached) hoist and I said I would take it. An nasty esrgument ensued: The
s grory from NS 16" other guys first there didn’t have money with them, but I did,
mmw“‘“‘“ gamLake OO and they wanted a test drive, I didn't need one. I didn’'t care
m;w-“"‘“ﬁmﬂ‘ . if the car ran or whatever. Hechanical fixes are ea=y, but
mﬂmwﬁ’““ 214 pay 2002 completeness and condition are something else. I had seen too
oy i gread 477 g ab ot the many Avanti‘s and I knevw immediately what I wa=z= loocking at.
erom 187310 o yorny GAEW g o a5 5419 wiles 20
“mmmﬂ“““ ’ u”“,mmﬂ“m e He. Vanier was recontacted, and but she insisted on a personal
“\“mgumen‘““ interview. MNOW wmy wvife was really upset when I dropped her off
purchesed at her parents in Los Angeles and drove to Pacific Palasades for
5 intentd the interview with Ms. Vanier. Duly impressed, she agreed to
o sell it to me. However: There was a catch.
- I would have to drive to Santee California, over 125 miles avay
ceith DS L — ...and find her mechanic Fred Chavez and give 852000 in cash in
L — thanks for his help over the last 1@ years. With no title an
Tucson, MO /4/,/~/"/ hand,- I was off to find this guy.
L — She felt Mexicans were oppressed and this had to be done.

See THANKSGIVING, page 28
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THANKSGIVING, from page 27

Further, I would have to get 8 paper gigned bY Hr. Chavez and |
have him call her to a8y everything vas alright. i1 actually ‘
found this man, aiter +wao long hours, in this then gmall town. \

1 offered him S2000 cash in hand, telling him he must sign ® |
paper and make 2 phone call for the money. Hard to pelieve, Dbut ‘
that is exactly vhat happened- 1t was dark by this time, and 1 |
had yet another trip to pacific palasades-

Heeting agsin with lis. vanier, I nad dessert, gave her the paper ‘
from Hr. Chavez, @nd she showed me her paintings and sculptures. |
After many hours, she unpacked @8 trunk and showed me 28 folder of
photugraphs at the Turin Auto Shov, the Studebaker documents, and

the import sheets, and alot of facinating other ‘things. On the ‘

to him. She WaE 7% then, an Ttalian artist, and quite add. She

said her husbsnd, DT- Franz Alexander, pought the car for her as \ got a Chevy Homad for +the baby. 1 had forgotten about the need |
s gift at the Turin Auto Shov while yacationing in Turin, Italy. \ to transport cribs, and all the things that cone with & fawmily- ‘
She wouldn’t give W€ the documents. She had nC idea why \ \
gtudebaker Corporation gald the car +o her nusband for her, but \ In retrospect, by forcing ™€ to sell this Avanti instead of |
she really 1iked 1t at tne show and apparently he was w¥ell to do. \ taking money in the divorce settle, =he exacted revenge 25 years
\ later for 1eaving her alone and stranded on Thanksgiving 1973. I |
However, they vere responsibli for re-aﬂnenhling the car {putting | heard about it for 25 years. Despite her 7 figure settleuent, \
an the hood, dooTrS: trunk, wheels, You pame it) after it vas \ she geis pleasure ijn forcing the sale of the car 1 owned for 25 \
removed from the studebaker display- The car ¥as crated!shipped,‘ \ years. On the other hand, she Va8 pever in it, and 1 had wany
unassembled, to the USA, where it was not reasgenbled for saome \ pleaaurnhle drives with WY daughters- That vas kinda nice. The |
time. There was light dawage in shipping, and Hs. yanier said \ girles are grown no¥. grnduated from perkeleYy. and are as sad B8 |
the settlement was not gquick. The car was re-painted vhen \ me to See this Avanti go- It vas a pad and the Girls only car?! |
reas:enbled the same sho¥ only color- \ They both drove it Thanksgiving 1997 as 3 farewell. \
| |
Thankgivingd evening, getting really late ghe had arranged and | And that i8 the true story of hovw 1 found this car, @and owned it |
paid the Texaco gtation operator 1o atay open just in case. 1 \ for the jast 25 years- Odd that jt would be Thanksgiving af 1997 \
drove another 10@ miles to get the CBr. 1t was about 1:3@ A.H. \ when you yould nov have jt. 1 guess Thanksgiving does bring gome |

ghen 1 got there, he lovered the car, and directed the car over
to the gas pump 38 fns. Vanier had also paid for gas. |

i then called my wife who vas extrensly angry- 1+ was the middle 1
of the worning and 1 was not driving pack up to Los Angeles. I
honestly forget hovw she got nack to San Diedo. 1 had had enough x
trouble finding @ friend in the middle of the night to drive the |
Healey from the gas gtation. Alat of miles, alot of time, the
deal was complete.

How to today- part of the divorce aettleuent yag selling this \
car to & stranger {ga no friends cpuld have it). So now you da. |

and that ig the true atory of -hov¥ 1 found this car and owned it x
for the last 25 years, and ho¥ you have cowe o own it. 0dd that |
3t would be Thansgiving of 1997 when you would nov nave it.
guess Thansgiving doee bring gome nice things-
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